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The	modern	world	has	grown	a	second	brain	and	keeps	it	in	their	pocket.	We	have	so	much	of	ourselves	and	our	lives	on	our	phones	that	the	thought	of	losing	it	and	starting	a	new	phone	empty	can	be	alarming.	It	doesn’t	have	to	be,	with	just	a	couple	clicks.	According	to	DeviceAtlas,	you	get	a	new	phone	every	18	months	to	2	years	on	average.	We
probably	spend	about	6	months	of	that	just	getting	our	phone	back	to	where	we	like	it	with	our	apps,	contacts,	and	settings.	Two	phone	changes	and	you’ve	just	wasted	a	year	on	tuning	your	phone.	Let’s	see	how	we	can	cut	that	down	to	minutes.	The	phone	we’re	using	today	is	a	Samsung	A5,	but	it’s	pretty	much	the	same	for	any	Android	phone.
Google’s	Phone	Backup	Make	sure	you’re	doing	this	over	a	WiFi	connection.	If	not,	it	could	use	a	lot	of	your	cellular	data	and	possibly	a	lot	of	money.	You’ll	also	need	a	Google	account	and	a	connection	to	your	Google	Drive.	If	you	don’t,	go	get	a	Google	account	now	and	then	continue.	Find	and	tap	the	Settings	icon.	Once	in	the	Settings	screen,	find
and	tap	Google	–	Google	Settings.	In	Google	Settings,	tap	on	Backup.	In	the	Backup	screen,	check	to	make	sure	that	your	Google	account	is	connected.	Now	make	sure	the	Back	up	to	Google	Drive	button	is	in	the	on	position.	Finally,	tap	on	the	Back	up	now	button.	You’ll	see	a	progress	bar	near	the	top	of	the	screen.	There	is	no	major	notification	that
the	backup	is	done.	You’ll	be	able	to	tell	by	the	Back	up	now	button	no	longer	being	grayed	out	and	the	last	backup	times	will	say	0	minutes	ago.	Restoring	from	Google	Backup	will	usually	only	be	necessary	if	your	phone	is	wiped,	or	you	get	a	new	phone.	Log	in	to	your	Google	account	on	the	phone.Google	will	automatically	restore	your	contacts,
calendar,	and	other	data.Open	the	Google	app	related	to	the	data	you	backed	up,	and	you’ll	see	it	start	to	restore,	or	it	may	be	already	restored.	Check	your	Google	Contacts,	Google	Photos,	Google	Drive	and	other	Google	apps	just	to	make	sure.	Samsung’s	Phone	Backup	Samsung	isn’t	the	only	Android	phone	maker.	According	to	AppBrain.com
though,	Samsung	has	around	45%	market	share	in	smartphones.	So,	there’s	almost	a	50/50	chance	your	phone	is	a	Samsung.	Again,	make	sure	you’re	doing	this	over	WiFi	to	avoid	cellular	data	charges,	and	you	will	need	to	have	an	account	with	Samsung.		Find	and	tap	the	Settings	icon.	Once	in	the	Settings	screen,	find	and	tap	Cloud	and	Accounts.	In
the	Cloud	and	Accounts	screen,	tap	Samsung	Cloud.	Now,	scroll	down	to	the	Backup	and	Restore	area	of	this	screen.	Tap	Backup	this	phone.	You’re	on	the	Back	Up	Data	screen	now.	Here	you	can	select	what	you	want	to	back	up.	Phone,	Messages,	Contacts,	Calendar,	Clock,	Settings,	Home	Screen,	Apps,	Documents,	Voice	Recorder,	and	Music	are
your	options.	NOTE:	It	will	only	backup	what	is	in	the	Samsung	versions	of	those	apps.	For	example,	backing	up	Music	means	it	will	only	backup	what	is	in	the	Samsung	Music	app.	It	will	not	backup	anything	in	your	Spotify.	Once	you’ve	made	your	selections,	tap	the	BACK	UP	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	It	will	turn	into	a	STOP	button.	You’ll
start	to	see	the	back	up	progress	of	the	different	selections	you	made,	as	well	as	an	overall	percentage	of	back	up	completed	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	This	will	show	until	it	is	completed.	It	could	take	several	minutes.	Once	your	phone	is	backed	up,	you	can	restore	it	from	your	Samsung	account	by	doing	the	following	Go	to	the	Backup	and	Restore
screen.	Tap	Restore	data,	and	it	will	ask	you	which	device	to	restore.	Select	the	device	you	want	to	restore.	Select	the	data	you	would	like	restored.	Tap	the	Restore	button	to	finish	the	process.	All	Backed	Up	That’s	all	there	is	to	making	sure	your	Android	phone	is	backed	up	to	either	Google	or	to	Samsung’s	cloud	services.	If	you	have	a	different	make
of	Android	phone,	like	an	LG,	Huawei,	or	something	else,	they	may	also	have	a	cloud	service	and	a	backup	process.	Look	around	in	the	settings	on	your	phone	to	see,	or	check	the	support	pages	for	your	phone’s	maker.	Sometimes,	you	and	your	Android	phone	just	don’t	get	along:	You	want	to	watch	a	video	and	it	won’t	stop	pinging	you	with
notifications.	You	have	hundreds	of	apps	installed	on	your	phone	and	trying	to	figure	out	which	one	is	incessantly	bothering	you	would	take	too	much	time.	In	these	situations,	the	scorched-Earth	method	works	best—provided	you	don’t	mind	losing	all	your	personal	data.	To	reset	your	Android	phone	back	to	its	pristine,	fresh-from-the-factory	state,
simply	head	on	over	to	your	phone’s	Settings	app	and	look	for	the	Backup	and	Restore	menu.	Tap	on	it,	and	you	should	see	an	option	labeled	Factory	data	reset.	Selecting	this	option	will	pop	up	a	window	asking	you	to	confirm	your	selection.	At	this	point,	note	that	if	you	choose	to	proceed,	you’ll	lose	all	data	on	your	phone,	including	your	apps,
photos,	music,	and	any	contacts	that	aren’t	backed	up	to	Gmail’s	servers.	If	you’re	okay	with	starting	over,	hit	the	reset	phone	button	and	your	phone	will	begin	the	process	of	reseting	itself.	Reseting	your	phone	can	take	anywhere	between	5	and	10	minutes,	depending	on	how	much	stuff	you	had	on	it.	Some	phones	won’t	let	you	reset	them	unless	you
have	over	a	certain	percentage	of	battery,	so	it’s	best	to	perform	this	operation	while	the	phone	is	plugged	in	and	charging.	Once	the	phone	is	done	purging	itself	of	all	your	data	and	apps,	you’re	phone	will	be	just	like	new—software-wise,	anyway—and	you’ll	be	prompted	to	go	through	the	setup	process	once	more.	Android	phones	are	some	of	the
most	customizable	and	versatile	devices	on	the	market.	Whether	you’re	a	photographer,	a	power	user,	or	just	looking	for	a	phone	to	get	the	job	done,	there’s	an	Android	device	out	there	for	you.	With	this	wide	range	of	options,	it	can	be	quite	overwhelming	to	pick	one	Android	phone	for	yourself.	To	help,	here	are	the	best	Android	phones	available
today.	Google	Pixel	4a	Price:	$349	(non-5G);	$499	(5G)	5G:	Only	in	the	5G	version	This	mid-range	phone	by	Google	boasts	a	decent	camera,	sophisticated	design,	and	solid	software.	It’s	an	excellent	option	for	gamers	and	photographers	alike	who	aren’t	looking	to	spend	extra	on	a	flagship	phone	but	still	want	respectable	performance.	One	of	the	Pixel
4a’s	biggest	advantages	over	its	competitors	is	its	three-year	software	update	guarantee.	Unlike	many	other	low-priced	Android	phones,	Google	offers	OS	and	security	updates	that	extend	the	life	of	the	phone.	The	Pixel	4a	comes	with	features	like	a	native	Recorder	app,	an	updated	messaging	app	with	an	iMessage	feel,	and	an	18W	fast-charging
adapter	in	the	box.	From	playing	music	to	pulling	up	Twitter	profiles,	Google	Assistant	provides	a	quick-and-easy	way	to	get	many	things	done	without	even	unlocking	your	device.	Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	730G	(non-5G);	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	765G	(5G)	Screen	Size:	5.8	inches	(non-5G);	6.2	inches	(5G)	Screen	Resolution:	1080	x	2340
Front	Camera	Resolution:	8MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	12MP	dual-pixel	(non-5G);	12MP	dual-pixel	and	16MP	ultrawide	Memory:	6GB	Storage	Capacity:	128GB	Battery	Life:	9	Hours	Motorola	Moto	G	Power	Price:	$249	5G:	No	With	some	of	the	best	battery	life	available	anywhere	and	decent	performance,	the	Motorola	Moto	G	Power	is	one	of	the
best	budget	phones	you	can	buy.	Its	$249	price	tag	makes	it	among	the	least	expensive	smartphones	from	the	major	manufacturers.	Better	yet,	its	upgraded	design	and	solid	6.6-inch	display	mean	you	get	more	for	your	money.	The	Moto	G	Power	has	4GB	of	RAM	and	is	powered	by	a	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	665	octa-core	processor.	Although	it’s	not	as
powerful	as	more	expensive	phones,	the	phone	still	performs	well	when	playing	games	or	watching	videos.	Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	662	Screen	Size:	6.6	inches	Screen	Resolution:	1600	x	720	Front	Camera	Resolution:	8MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	48MP	Memory:	3GB	Storage	Capacity:	32GB,	expandable	up	to	512GB	Battery	Life:	Up	to	3
Days	OnePlus	8	Pro	Price:	$799	5G:	Yes,	with	T-Mobile	What	really	makes	the	OnePlus	8	Pro	stand	out	is	its	incredible	display	quality.	Even	at	the	battery-saving	60Hz,	this	phone’s	screen	has	incredible	color-accuracy	and	brightness.	Kick	it	up	a	notch	to	120Hz,	and	the	2K	AMOLED	screen	really	shines.	Especially	considering	its	powerful	screen,	the
8	Pro	has	good	battery	life.	If	you	do	run	out,	the	Warp	Charge	30T	comes	in	the	box	and	can	fill	the	battery	in	less	than	an	hour.	Unlike	most	other	phones	at	the	same	price	range,	the	OnePlus	8	Pro	does	not	offer	universal	5G	compatibility.	You	can	access	top	5G	speeds	if	you	use	T-Mobile,	but	Verizon	and	AT&T	users	are	stuck	with	4G	speeds.
Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	865	Screen	Size:	6.78	inches	Screen	Resolution:	3168	x	1440	Front	Camera	Resolution:	16MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	48MP	Memory:	8	or	12GB	Storage	Capacity:	128	or	256GB	Battery	Life:	10	hours	Samsung	Galaxy	Note20	Price:	$999.99	5G:	Yes	The	Samsung	Galaxy	Note20	was	released	as	a	cheaper
alternative	to	the	Ultra	version,	coming	in	at	just	under	$1,000.	As	a	result,	it	doesn’t	come	with	many	of	the	features	that	the	Ultra	boasts.	Despite	that,	it	retains	enough	of	these	features	to	remain	a	solid	option	for	those	looking	to	spend	a	grand	on	an	Android	phone.	The	Note20	does	support	the	Samsung	S	Pen.	So,	if	that’s	what	you’re	most
invested	in,	this	phone	is	a	cheaper	way	to	get	one	than	the	Ultra.	Compared	to	its	more	expensive	sibling,	this	phone	has	slightly	worse	performance,	with	8GB	of	RAM	and	a	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	865+	chipset.	It	features	a	respectable	camera	with	two	12MP	lenses	and	a	120-degree	ultra-wide	lens,	making	it	suitable	for	most	every-day	users.	Like
the	Ultra,	it	can	also	record	video	in	optically	stabilized	8K.	Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	865+	Screen	Size:	6.7	inches	Screen	Resolution:	2400	x	1080	Front	Camera	Resolution:	10MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	12MP	ultrawide,	12MP	wide-angle,	64MP	telephoto	Memory:	8GB	Storage	Capacity:	128GB	Battery	Life:	12	Hours	Samsung	Galaxy
Note20	Ultra	Price:	$1,299	5G:	Yes	The	Samsung	Galaxy	Note20	Ultra	was	widely	crowned	as	the	best	Android	phone	in	2020	and	for	good	reason.	With	a	bright,	beautiful	display,	lightning-fast	performance,	and	the	excellent	S	Pen,	the	Note20	Ultra	is	both	a	phone	and	an	all-in-one	productivity	tool.	The	phone	comes	with	12GB	of	RAM,	expandable
storage,	and	a	Snapdragon	865+	processor.	As	a	result,	it’s	snappy	and	easy	to	use	for	everything	from	streaming	movies	to	playing	games.	Where	the	Ultra	really	shines	is	in	its	beautiful	display	and	S	Pen	compatibility.	One	of	the	first	phones	to	adopt	a	120Hz	screen,	it	displays	detail	and	color	at	an	incredible	level.	Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm
Snapdragon	865+	Screen	Size:	6.9	inches	Screen	Resolution:	3088	x	1440	Front	Camera	Resolution:	10MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	12MP	ultrawide,	108MP	wide-angle,	12MP	telephoto	Memory:	12GB	Storage	Capacity:	128	or	512GB,	expandable	up	to	1TB	Battery	Life:	12	Hours	Samsung	Galaxy	S21	Ultra	Price:	$1,199.99	5G:	Yes	The	Samsung
Galaxy	S21	Ultra	justifies	its	high	price	tag	with	a	truly	impressive	array	of	features.	This	includes	five	cameras,	universal	5G	compatibility,	and	S	Pen	support.	Redesigned	with	a	new	contour-cut	body	and	five	cameras,	the	S21	Ultra	is	built	to	impress.	It’s	the	first	Galaxy	S	phone	to	offer	compatibility	with	the	excellent	S	Pen,	making	it	an	excellent
option	for	artists	and	notetakers	alike.	With	a	120Hz	2K	AMOLED	display,	images	are	bright	and	color	accurate.	This	feature	is	especially	appreciated	when	viewing	photos	taken	with	the	phone’s	impressive	camera,	which	offers	a	zoom	of	up	to	10	times	and	beautiful	contrast,	autofocus,	and	stabilization.	The	Galaxy	S21	Ultra	is	compatible	with	a
huge	range	of	5G	frequencies,	including	all	current	networks	and	even	some	that	haven’t	come	into	use	yet.	In	that	respect,	it’s	an	excellent	investment	for	those	who	are	highly	interested	in	testing	out	new	5G	technology	as	soon	as	possible.	Specs	CPU:	Qualcomm	Snapdragon	888	Screen	Size:	6.8	inches	Screen	Resolution:	3200	x	1400	Front
Camera	Resolution:	40MP	Rear	Camera	Resolution:	108MP	wide,	12MP	ultrawide,	12MP	wide-angle,	two	10MP	telephoto	Memory:	12	or	16GB	Storage	Capacity:	128,	256,	or	512GB	Battery	Life:	11.5	Hours
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