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I'm	trying	to	understand	the	HRE	a	bit	and	how	to	play	it.	I	am	currently	Austria,	and	am	struggling	with	understanding	why	I	would	ever	go	down	the	HRE	path	instead	of	just	forming	Germany	and	keeping	my	mission	tree	as	Austria.	And	while	I'd	like	to	do	a	Palatinate	run,	it	seems....	tough?	given	AE	in	the	Empire?	I	am	therefore	officially	rooting
for	a	Franco-German	strike	on	Russia,	prompting	the	Soviets	to	strike	back	with	their	hitherto	secret	nukes.	This	will	serve	as	a	salutary	lesson	to	all	involved	and	leave	everyone	suitably	chastened.-El	Pip	Great	War:	The	American	Front:	Can	the	United	States	defeat	Britain	and	its	Confederate	Lackeys?	Or	will	the	CSA	defend	its	freedom	against	the
Yankee	Menace?	I'm	trying	to	understand	the	HRE	a	bit	and	how	to	play	it.	I	am	currently	Austria,	and	am	struggling	with	understanding	why	I	would	ever	go	down	the	HRE	path	instead	of	just	forming	Germany	and	keeping	my	mission	tree	as	Austria.	And	while	I'd	like	to	do	a	Palatinate	run,	it	seems....	tough?	given	AE	in	the	Empire?	Advantage	of
empire	is	you	have	a	vassal	swarm,	and	it	requires	far	less	AE	to	achieve,	as	well	as	relatively	easy	for	a	medium	skilled	player	One	thing	is	that	going	down	the	HRE	path	is	a	lot	of	fun,	as	it	is	a	very	different	style	of	playing.	You	do	less	direct	conquest,	but	focus	on	a	diplomacy	(most	importantly	you	always	need	to	keep	enough	electors	happy	to	get
re-elected)	and	a	lot	of	wars	to	increase	the	IA	gain	(the	more	princes	the	better,	you	continuely	attack	princes	who	have	annexed	another	and	force	them	to	release	it,	you	also	want	to	deal	with	the	provinces	held	by	an	outside	power,	especially	get	the	Burgundian	Inhertiance).	You	also	need	to	stop	the	Shadow	Kingdom	by	reigning	in	all	the	Italian
princes.	As	soon	the	Reformation	hits	you	need	to	deal	with	it,	force-converting	the	princes	back	to	catholic.	One	major	challenge	is	how	to	get	attack	all	princes	you	want	to	target,	that	means	playing	around	with	alliances	(attacking	allies	of	the	one	you	actually	target	or	even	allies	of	allies	(make	them	co-belligerent),	get	the	casus-belli	when
demand	imperial	land	is	refused	and	so	on.	You	might	also	want	to	take	some	provinces	around	the	empire	so	you	can	fabricate	claim	(or	use	deus	vult	with	religious	ideas)	later,	you	can	core	throughout	the	empire.	If	you	manage	to	go	down	the	reform	path	you	ultimately	can	vassalize	all	HRE	princes,	which	makes	you	practically	unstoppable.	Even
until	then	being	the	HRE	gives	you	a	number	boost	(especially	to	manpower	+	fl,	but	also	diplomatic	advantages,	increasing	with	more	reforms).	To	accomplish	all	of	this	you	best	start	with	Austria,	for	other	nations	there	is	the	additional	challenge	to	first	become	emperor,	they	are	also	smaller,	weaker	and	poorer.	For	details	I	would	have	a	look	at
the	wiki:	I	guess	there	are	also	guides	here	on	the	forum	and	definetly	on	YouTube.	Last	edited:	Jan	23,	2021	Reactions:	Most	guides	are	about	old	patches	or	exploity	early	patches	of	Emperor.	Personaly	I	found	forming	HRE	and	playind	Austria	that	way	the	most	boring	and	frustrating	gameplay.	Like	random	daughter	can	ruin	your	compain	then	you
through	two	of	them	in	well	already.	Well	if	you	get	to	25	IA	in	time	you	can	pass	the	Pragmatic	Sanction,	but	it	might	be	an	issue	if	IA	is	low	and	your	ruler	old	when	you	get	to	the	daughter.	Well	if	you	get	to	25	IA	in	time	you	can	pass	the	Pragmatic	Sanction,	but	it	might	be	an	issue	if	IA	is	low	and	your	ruler	old	when	you	get	to	the	daughter.	You
also	need	positive	prestige	and	it	may	be	an	issue	after	disinheritance.	Most	guides	are	about	old	patches	or	exploity	early	patches	of	Emperor.	Personaly	I	found	forming	HRE	and	playind	Austria	that	way	the	most	boring	and	frustrating	gameplay.	Like	random	daughter	can	ruin	your	compain	then	you	through	two	of	them	in	well	already.	Random
daughter	should	read	as	'use	task	manager'	The	only	frustrating	part	is	savescumming	until	a)	you	get	burgundy	and	b)	centres	of	reformation	spawn	in	OPMs	One	thing	is	that	going	down	the	HRE	path	is	a	lot	of	fun,	as	it	is	a	very	different	style	of	playing.	You	do	less	direct	conquest,	but	focus	on	a	diplomacy	(most	importantly	you	always	need	to
keep	enough	electors	happy	to	get	re-elected)	and	a	lot	of	wars	to	increase	the	IA	gain	(the	more	princes	the	better,	you	continuely	attack	princes	who	have	annexed	another	and	force	them	to	release	it,	you	also	want	to	deal	with	the	provinces	held	by	an	outside	power,	especially	get	the	Burgundian	Inhertiance).	You	also	need	to	stop	the	Shadow
Kingdom	by	reigning	in	all	the	Italian	princes.	As	soon	the	Reformation	hits	you	need	to	deal	with	it,	force-converting	the	princes	back	to	catholic.	One	major	challenge	is	how	to	get	attack	all	princes	you	want	to	target,	that	means	playing	around	with	alliances	(attacking	allies	of	the	one	you	actually	target	or	even	allies	of	allies	(make	them	co-
belligerent),	get	the	casus-belli	when	demand	imperial	land	is	refused	and	so	on.	You	might	also	want	to	take	some	provinces	around	the	empire	so	you	can	fabricate	claim	(or	use	deus	vult	with	religious	ideas)	later,	you	can	core	throughout	the	empire.	If	you	manage	to	go	down	the	reform	path	you	ultimately	can	vassalize	all	HRE	princes,	which
makes	you	practically	unstoppable.	Even	until	then	being	the	HRE	gives	you	a	number	boost	(especially	to	manpower	+	fl,	but	also	diplomatic	advantages,	increasing	with	more	reforms).	To	accomplish	all	of	this	you	best	start	with	Austria,	for	other	nations	there	is	the	additional	challenge	to	first	become	emperor,	they	are	also	smaller,	weaker	and
poorer.	For	details	I	would	have	a	look	at	the	wiki:	I	guess	there	are	also	guides	here	on	the	forum	and	definetly	on	YouTube.	You	don't	really	need	to	declare	war	to	keep	hre	minors	small,	just	demand	unlawful	territory	as	and	when	Demand	Unlawful	territory	when	it	releases	a	prince	(don't	waste	it	otherwise),	if	you	see	they	are	going	to	refuse	you
lose	a	bit	of	IA,	but	it	might	be	helpful	to	get	the	casus	belli.	The	more	aggressive	HRE	nations	usually	gobble	up	more	princes	then	the	rather	long	cooldown	for	accepting	unlawful	territory	allows,	so	you	want	to	cut	them	down	by	war	every	now	and	then,	as	you	can	release	all	princes	they	have	gobbled	up.	But	yeah	in	many	case	no	need	for	the	war
as	unlawful	territory	is	enough.	Demand	Unlawful	territory	when	it	releases	a	prince	(don't	waste	it	otherwise),	if	you	see	they	are	going	to	refuse	you	lose	a	bit	of	IA,	but	it	might	be	helpful	to	get	the	casus	belli.	The	more	aggressive	HRE	nations	usually	gobble	up	more	princes	then	the	rather	long	cooldown	for	accepting	unlawful	territory	allows,	so
you	want	to	cut	them	down	by	war	every	now	and	then,	as	you	can	release	all	princes	they	have	gobbled	up.	But	yeah	in	many	case	no	need	for	the	war	as	unlawful	territory	is	enough.	Enforce	peace	on	someone	annexing	too	many	gets	you	around	losing	1IA	Also,	you	should	use	Demand	unlawful	territory	efficiently,	since	it	gives	you	-100	relations
with	recieving	country.	For	example,	if	country	took	a	bite	out	of	Brandenburg	but	left	it	alive,	and	the	province	has	no	other	cores	rathen	than	Brandenburg,	don't	bother.	However,	if	OPM	is	annexed,	try	to	retutn	it	back	to	live,	the	more	princes	you	have,	the	better.	Additionally,	if	you	are	in	war	with	prince,	always	look	if	you	can	release	some	more
tags	with	their	capitals	in	the	Empire.	Reactions:	Random	daughter	should	read	as	'use	task	manager'	The	only	frustrating	part	is	savescumming	until	a)	you	get	burgundy	and	b)	centres	of	reformation	spawn	in	OPMs	For	some	people	savescumming	not	fun	anymore.	I	used	it	in	my	early	games,	but	later	I	found	what	it	actually	interesting	to	fight
game	back	then	it	play	against	you.	So	you	can	get	"full	experience".	Lots	of	achievements	actually	not	so	hard	if	you	savescumming	every	event.	Last	edited:	Jan	24,	2021	For	some	people	savescumming	not	fun	anymore.	I	used	it	in	my	early	games,	but	later	I	found	what	it	actually	interesting	to	fight	game	back	then	it	play	against	you.	So	you	can
get	"full	experience".	Lots	of	achievements	actually	not	so	hard	if	you	savescumming	every	event.	Yeah	but	early	game	there's	some	stuff	which	really	is	savescum	worthy,	female	heir	for	Austria,	stab	loss	event	with	castile	when	you're	rushing	adm	tech	5	to	get	tenerife	in,	Shah	ruhk	dying	during	war	with	ajam	In	my	many	Austria	runs	I	never	really
had	an	issue	with	female	heir,	although	I	can	see	if	it	happens	at	a	very	unfortunate	time	its	an	issue	(after	a	reform,	very	low	IA	gain	from	reformation	and	ruler	old).	And	of	course	its	a	delay	for	the	next	reform,	but	I	guess	I	like	the	roleplay	Historically	the	decision	is	illogical	btw,	as	the	HRE	could	never	be	female	and	the	Pragmatic	Sanction	only
referred	to	the	Austrian	lands	and	was	not	primarly	about	female	inheritance	but	about	avoiding	partion	among	multiple	heirs),	it	fullfills	a	good	gameplay	purpose	though,	so	that	af	emale	heir	is	not	the	end	of	your	HRE	run.	Yeah	but	early	game	there's	some	stuff	which	really	is	savescum	worthy,	female	heir	for	Austria,	stab	loss	event	with	castile
when	you're	rushing	adm	tech	5	to	get	tenerife	in,	Shah	ruhk	dying	during	war	with	ajam	I	agree	with	it	in	general,	but	personally	I	need	strict	rules	for	myself.	But	I	feel	Austria	have	too	many	savescum	moment	in	diplo	game.	It	so	much	easy	to	simply	get	Bohemia,	Hungry	and	Milan	as	PU,	vassalise	Bys,	ruin	Otto	and	start	eating	your	way	to	sweet
indian	trade.	Also	my	most	fun	game	as	Timmy	was	exatly	with	thise	conditions.	It	actually	manageable	and	don't	slow	you	so	hard	as	daughter	in	Austria	game.	I	agree	with	it	in	general,	but	personally	I	need	strict	rules	for	myself.	But	I	feel	Austria	have	too	many	savescum	moment	in	diplo	game.	It	so	much	easy	to	simply	get	Bohemia,	Hungry	and
Milan	as	PU,	vassalise	Bys,	ruin	Otto	and	start	eating	your	way	to	sweet	indian	trade.	Also	my	most	fun	game	as	Timmy	was	exatly	with	thise	conditions.	It	actually	manageable	and	don't	slow	you	so	hard	as	daughter	in	Austria	game.	Milan	isn't	really	a	savescum,	just	don't	ally	them	really,	and	Bohemia	you	can	use	the	mission	if	they	rival	at	game
start	Keeping	historical	friendship	with	Hungary	is	main	reason	to	savescum	it	I	don't	no	cb	byz	as	I	normally	get	to	them	in	time,	better	to	just	take	a	single	province	and	release	imo	Milan	isn't	really	a	savescum,	just	don't	ally	them	really,	and	Bohemia	you	can	use	the	mission	if	they	rival	at	game	start	Keeping	historical	friendship	with	Hungary	is
main	reason	to	savescum	it	I	don't	no	cb	byz	as	I	normally	get	to	them	in	time,	better	to	just	take	a	single	province	and	release	imo	Oh	I	actually	mean	non-savescum	,"much	easy"	way	in	previos	post.	Because	you	can	take	all	those	PU	easy	and	fast	and	just	forget	about	all	other	stuff	happen	in	HRE.	I'm	trying	to	understand	the	HRE	a	bit	and	how	to
play	it.	I	am	currently	Austria,	and	am	struggling	with	understanding	why	I	would	ever	go	down	the	HRE	path	instead	of	just	forming	Germany	and	keeping	my	mission	tree	as	Austria.	And	while	I'd	like	to	do	a	Palatinate	run,	it	seems....	tough?	given	AE	in	the	Empire?	There	is	an	achievement	when	you	pass	enough	reforms	to	stop	being	Austria	and
become	the	HRE	instead.	Worth	doing	at	least	once.	I'm	trying	to	understand	the	HRE	a	bit	and	how	to	play	it.	I	am	currently	Austria,	and	am	struggling	with	understanding	why	I	would	ever	go	down	the	HRE	path	instead	of	just	forming	Germany	and	keeping	my	mission	tree	as	Austria.	And	while	I'd	like	to	do	a	Palatinate	run,	it	seems....	tough?
given	AE	in	the	Empire?	In	general	there	are	a	few	things	to	focus	on:	1)	Try	to	gain	some	power	by	conquering	provinces	around	you,	AE	is	though,	that's	why	you	should	take	Diplo/Espionage	first.	2)	Ally	electors	to	get	elected	asap,	this	gives	you	more	power	and	will	help	you	unite	the	HRE.	Palatinate	is	good	to	do,	I	thought	they	had	a	nice	mission
tree.	It's	a	bit	more	difficult	because	you	don't	start	as	Emperor.	Try	to	ally	Austria	asap.	You	gain	IA	on	two	ways:	1)	Get	more	provinces,	there	will	always	be	countries	that	eat	up	minors	(very	often	Brandenburg),	every	now	and	then	declare	war	on	these	stronger	powers	and	just	release	nations,	this	will	create	extra	provinces	and	increase	your	AI
gain.	2)	Expand	the	empire,	you	can	focus	on	conquering	land	outside	of	the	Empire,	you	can	conquer	land	yourself	and	release	nations,	they	will	either	join	themself	(if	they	hate	a	strong	country	around	you	and	like	you),	or	you	can	make	them	join	with	the	new	casus	beli.	Make	sure	you	do	have	a	'path'	through	the	HRE,	this	is	handy	to	attack
countries	to	break	them	up,	and	to	squash	the	center	of	reformations.	Not	a	native-English	speaker,	so	pardon	my	english	For	help	with	your	game	you	can	always	PM	me!	Honestly,	any	HRE	run	is	going	to	be	heavily	RNG	dependent	because	of	the	Reformation.	You	can	increase	your	changes	by	keeping	the	Empire	as	fragmented	as	possible.
Seriously,	if	you	can	keep	the	Empire	at	above	80	princes,	perfect,	but	do	keep	it	above	70.	That	increases	the	chance	the	Centre	of	Reformation	will	pop	in	a	capital	and	you	can	just	force	religion.	But	god	forbid	it	doesn't	spawn	in	a	capital,	it	will	spread	and	your	run	will	be	heavily	slowed	down.	If	everything	goes	your	way,	you	can	revoke	as	early
as	1560	which	makes	a	WC	yours	to	lose.	If	it	doesn't,	we're	talking	about	an	early-mid	1600s	revoke.	Get	your	dynasty	on	the	Castilian	throne,	I	personally	ally	the	PLC	until	they	get	Admin	Tech	10	so	it's	one	country	to	PU	instead	of	two,	and	do	the	usual	tips	for	Bohemia,	Hungary	and	Burgundy.	Austria	post	revoke	is	very	fun,	and	very	easy,	but
before	that	you	need	to	be	100%	attentive	to	policing	the	empire	and	have	a	bit	of	luck.	Honestly,	any	HRE	run	is	going	to	be	heavily	RNG	dependent	because	of	the	Reformation.	You	can	increase	your	changes	by	keeping	the	Empire	as	fragmented	as	possible.	Seriously,	if	you	can	keep	the	Empire	at	above	80	princes,	perfect,	but	do	keep	it	above	70.
That	increases	the	chance	the	Centre	of	Reformation	will	pop	in	a	capital	and	you	can	just	force	religion.	But	god	forbid	it	doesn't	spawn	in	a	capital,	it	will	spread	and	your	run	will	be	heavily	slowed	down.	If	everything	goes	your	way,	you	can	revoke	as	early	as	1560	which	makes	a	WC	yours	to	lose.	If	it	doesn't,	we're	talking	about	an	early-mid	1600s
revoke.	Get	your	dynasty	on	the	Castilian	throne,	I	personally	ally	the	PLC	until	they	get	Admin	Tech	10	so	it's	one	country	to	PU	instead	of	two,	and	do	the	usual	tips	for	Bohemia,	Hungary	and	Burgundy.	Austria	post	revoke	is	very	fun,	and	very	easy,	but	before	that	you	need	to	be	100%	attentive	to	policing	the	empire	and	have	a	bit	of	luck.	Just	to
clarify	you	can	get	a	Hapsburg	on	the	throne	of	castile/Spain	for	free	if	they	lack	an	heir,	and	you	both	rival	france
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